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A s another successful year ends, we want to share with you some of our accomplishments for the 
year and thank you for helping to make them happen. In this newsletter, we update you on the 

success of the stream restoration project along the Stickney Branch of Big Creek, and on the status of 
the two green infrastructure projects that are ready for construction. We provide a photo recap of the 
four full-day stream monitoring programs that we held with four local high schools, and we give an 
overview of our Trails & Greenways Mini-Conference that was held in September. 

Also here, we re-introduce you to our Big Creek / I-71 Relocation & Restoration Initiative that is in the 
process of being updated since its initial publication in 2015. And we review the completion of a study 
this year of similar scale, the Cleveland Land Bridge / West Shoreway Concept Alternatives. 

The Board and staff at Big Creek Connects are looking forward to increasing our impact and capacity for 
projects and programs in the year ahead, as we strengthen our relationship with West Creek 
Conservancy and other partners. And as always, we look forward to your ongoing support! 

STICKNEY CREEK RESTORATION  

T he plantings along Stickney Creek and adjacent floodplain in Brooklyn’s Veterans Memorial Park 
have been growing in nicely since the project’s completion in 2021. The natural and wildlife 

enhanced landscape design is the work of Biohabitats, an environmental consulting firm based in 
Cleveland. Thanks to West Creek Conservancy for assisting Big Creek Connects and the City of Brooklyn 
with management of the project grants. Still to be developed is the trail system that includes a second 
bridge across Stickney Creek, creating a pedestrian loop. 

See interpretive signage on the next page to learn about methods and features that apply to this project 
and stream restoration projects in general. In our next newsletter, we plan to report on more of these 
efforts underway within the Big Creek watershed. To learn more about the Stickney Creek project’s 
specific development process and funding details, see our December 2021 newsletter.   

SCHOOL STREAM MONITORING PROGRAM 

Rhodes High School students at chemical stations Maple Heights students learning about turbidity and its 
effects on water quality  

See the story on page 3 about our tactile learning program that brings home rich lessons about water 
quality and how our actions affect our environment.  



Stickney Creek restoration interpretive signage. 
Story on first page. 



    Concept plan for  
Art House Campus 

Green Infrastructure 
project 

 STICKNEY CREEK RESTORATION 

S tickney Creek’s eroding streambanks and adjacent trail in Brooklyn’s Veterans Memorial Park has 
been restored with the creation of a vegetated floodplain, improved habitat, and new recreational 

trails. The project is the result of several years of watershed planning and advocacy by Big Creek Con-
nects for the stream restoration with the support of the City of Brooklyn. BCC asked West Creek Conser-
vancy to assist with property easements, grant administration and project management.  

Project consultant Biohabitats was chosen for the landscape design. A $300,000 grant was awarded 
from the Ohio EPA with a $461,000 match from the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District for the 
stream restoration. Additional funding was acquired by the city through an ODNR Recreational Trails 
Program grant to enhance neighborhood connections to the park in 2022 and complete a trail loop 
with a new footbridge across the creek. The restoration was also catalyst to a $1.2 million Clean Ohio 
grant to WCC that leveraged local funds for a total of $2.1 million to protect 65 acres in Brooklyn and 
Parma that includes 2.5 miles of stream channel and 10 acres of wetland. The public is encouraged to 
visit Memorial Park to enjoy the naturalization and scenic beauty of the restored creek.  

See photo on next page. 



 BARRIO COMMISSARY GREEN CAMPUS 

A nother Green Infrastructure Grant project awarded this fall is the Barrio Commissary Center Green 
Campus project. The Commissary, or Distribution Center, services the popular Barrio Restaurants. 

Again, Big Creek Connects partnered with West Creek Conservancy, who will administer the $249,740 
grant. Environmental Design Group was selected as the design consultant. Construction will begin in 
the spring of 2022 with a completion date before the year’s end. The project will include bioretention, 
pervious pavement, an above ground cistern and underground storage to control stormwater entering 
the sewer system. Barrio recently acquired the large vacant parcel to the south of their distribution 
center where most of the green infrastructure will be located. A stockyards era building in poor 
condition was demolished and the site was cleared by the City of Cleveland before Barrio made the 
acquisition. 

The underground storage will capture run-off from the parking lot and be used for washing Barrio’s 
trucks. Runoff will be captured from the distribution center’s roof and stored in the above-ground 
cistern for use in watering a garden for food-grade produce. The garden, bioretention, other 
landscaping elements, and interpretive signage will front the W. 65th streetscape as an attractive 
neighborhood feature.  

View from West 65th Street of existing Barrio Commissary site 

Below, Brooklyn students assist with plantings for the Stickney Creek Restoration Project in June 2021 (see previous page) 


