
OTHER PROJECTS IN THE “PIPELINE” 

CARIBE BAKERY GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT  

Spring / Summer 2019 

Big Creek Watershed 
News & Notes  

A  Green Infrastructure Grant from the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 
was awarded to West Creek Conservancy and Big Creek Connects for the 

Caribe Bakery Green Infrastructure Project. WCC is acting as the administrator on 
BCC’s behalf for the $110,700 grant that will fund most of the $165,000 project. The 
project will divert rainwater from the building’s roof and a new plaza into two 
bioretention cells, reducing the volume of stormwater entering the combined sewer 
system. BCC as the project manager, WCC, and Rakauskas Architecture are working 

with the owners on implementing 
the plans being developed by 
Environmental Design Group. The 
project will include interpretive 
signage about the project in both 
English and Spanish at this popular 
gathering place along Fulton Road 

on Cleveland’s near west side.     
Planned plaza pavers at Caribe Bakery,  

Fulton Rd. and Seymour Ave. 

B ig Creek Connects has been involved in other projects 
with West Creek Conservancy recently. BCC partnered 

with WCC in developing concept plans by consultant OHM 
Advisors for retrofitting the parking lot with bio-retention for 
Malley’s Chocolates along Brookpark Road in Brook Park. In 
Brooklyn, WCC acted on BCC’s behalf recently by applying 
for federal funding through Ohio EPA with a match from 
NEORSD to restore the eroding streambanks along Stickney 
Creek in Brooklyn Memorial Park. WCC also assisted the City 
of Brooklyn in applying for recreational trail funds to 
reconfigure the pathways along the creek to increase 
pedestrian circulation and connections. This April, BCC 
partnered with Cleveland Metroparks on a Sustain Our Great 

Lakes grant to 
retrofit over 3 
acres of parking 
lot in Brookside 
Reservation with 
b i o - r e t e n t i o n 
cells. We’ll report 
further about 
these and other 
projects as funding becomes secured. Special thanks to 
NEORSD for providing funding through its Watershed 
Organization Service Agreement Program for making many 
of these projects possible.  

BIG CREEK STREAM MONITORING PROGRAM ADDS ANOTHER SCHOOL  

P roject partners Big 
Creek Connects 

and General Motors-
P a r m a  P l a n t 
coordinated the 5th 
A n n u a l  S t r e a m 
Monitoring Program 
with Brooklyn School’s 

7th grade class of about 90 students in September. New to 
the program this school year is Menlo Park Academy, a 
Cleveland charter school, whose four classes of about 200 
students performed two stream monitoring workshops in 
October. The Brooklyn students returned to monitor Big 
Creek’s Stickney Branch in Brooklyn Memorial Park, while 
the Menlo Park students monitored Big Creek’s East and 
West Branches in Metroparks’ Memphis Picnic Area. GM’s 
environmental “E-team” and Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District (NEORSD), Cleveland Metroparks, and Cuyahoga Soil 

& Water Conservation District staff helped BCC assist 
students in assessing stream habitat, gathering water 
samples, and analyzing chemical and biological data. During 
Menlo Park Academy’s full-day outing, Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History and Cuyahoga Community College staff led 
the classes on tours learning about geology, archeology, 
ecology, and watershed management. Thanks to funding 
provided by the GM Foundation and NEORSD, project 
partners are 
l o o k i n g 
forward to 
adding a 
third school 
to its Fall 
2019 stream 
monitoring 
program.     

Stickney Creek: Stream & Floodplain Restoration Concept 
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 RECAP OF 2020  
YEAR END REPORT 

A s 2020 comes to a close, we want share with you some of our accomplishments during the year 
and to thank you for your ongoing support. With the COVID-19 pandemic, this has been a 

challenging year. We have been limited with scheduling clean-ups and other events involving or 
engaging with the community. And most of our popular stream monitoring programs with local school 
students have been put on hold. However, we have continued to work with West Creek Conservancy, 

Cleveland Metroparks, the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District, and other partners on our stream restoration and 
green infrastructure projects. 

In this newsletter, we update you on some of those projects, 
showcase our watershed signage project, explore how 
stormwater in our watershed functions, and provide a guide 
for our year ahead. We also want to thank our supporters for 
the work we’ve been able to accomplish and wish everyone a 
healthy and prosperous new year. 

 GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE RESTORATION UPDATE 
The Caribe Bakery Green Infrastructure Project is nearly complete, at 2020’s end. 

Caribe Bake Shop & Restaurant, 2906 Fulton Rd. Please turn to the next page to see  
one of the bilingual interpretive signs installed on the site. 



 ART HOUSE GREEN CAMPUS 

A nother exciting green infrastructure project in 
the works is the Art House Green Campus 

Project. Art House, Inc. is a non-profit arts center 
located on Denison Avenue in the Brooklyn Centre 
neighborhood on Cleveland’s west side. Its mission 
is to inspire exploration and expression through the 
visual arts. Art House, in partnership with Big Creek 
Connects and West Creek Conservancy, selected 
project consultant AECOM to build upon Art 
House’s initial planning study for their “Art Park” 
while incorporating green infrastructure elements 
into its design. 

Project partners solicited community input during 
its concept design phase of the project prior to a 
submission for a NEORSD Green Infrastructure 
Grant in October.  Due to reduced funding avail-
ability in 2020 only a few projects were awarded 
grants this year, but project partners will be re-
submitting a grant request in 2021. 

Above: one of the educational signs at Caribe Bake Shop 




