
Big Creek Watershed Balanced Growth Plan 
5th Annual Partnership Meeting 

March 10, 2016 
Cleveland 

Community-based greenway advocacy and watershed stewardship 





Big Creek Watershed Balanced Growth Partnership 

4th - 2015 March 
  Brook Park 
    •••••••• 

3rd - 2013 November 
  Parma Heights 
    •••••••• 

2nd - 2012 October 
  Brooklyn 
    •••••••• 

1st - 2011 November  
   Parma 

Annual Meetings 



Big Creek Connects 

Program Areas 
2016 Budget 

Watershed Action Plan & Balanced Growth Plan  31% 

Stormwater Retrofits / Green Infrastructure  23% 

Community Engagement & Education  15% 

Preservation & Restoration  15% 

Assist Communities - Regulations & Plans    9% 

Trails, History, other    7% 

 

Total Programs          100 % 

  



Balanced 
Growth Plan 
 
Priority 
Conservation 
Areas 



    Big Creek – East Branch Conservation Project 



IKEA Delft concept 



STORMWATER RETROFIT RANKING PROJECT 

 Evaluated sites identified in the Plan through desktop 
and field analysis 

 Evaluation and ranking system 

 Developed conceptual plans and cost estimates  

Funding: 
   Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 
   Ohio Lake Erie Commission 
   Freshwater Future 

Technical Advisory Committee 
TetraTech consultant  

Staff and Intern 

Phase 2 Phase 1 



Big Creek Reservation 



STORMWATER RETROFIT RANKING PROJECT 

 Additional field studies and conceptual design work 

 New analysis of large roof areas 

 New analysis of source control areas 

Funding: 
Ohio Lake Erie Commission 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District  
General Motors Foundation 

Technical Advisory Committee 
TetraTech consultant 

Staff  

Phase 2 Phase 2 





• Adopt Watershed Map for 
Community Guidance 

• Conserve Streams and 
Riparian Corridors 

• Conserve Wetlands and 
Setbacks 

• Avoid Floodplains 

• Avoid Steep Slopes 

• Minimize Development on 
Critical Soils 

• Low Impact Development 

• Conservation Development 

• Woodland / Tree Canopy 
Protection 

LAND USE –TOOLS & PRACTICES 



STEWARDSHIP  ACTIVIT IES  

Annual Spring Cleaning! 

  RiverSweep 2016 – Sat., May 7 

  18th Annual Big Creek Watershed 
    Cleanup – Sat., June 4, 2016 

2016 RiverDay – 
Sat., May 21 
“Have fun. Learn 
something.” 



YEAR TWO | Stream Monitoring  Nov.  2015:   
Stickney Branch, Brooklyn Veterans Memorial Park 

BCC Partners:   
Brooklyn Middle School,  GM Green Team,   
Earth Force 





Stream signage 

Watershed Action Plan 



Implementation of Big Creek 
Greenway plans 





BIG CREEK  
WATERSHED 

• Parks 
 

• Riparian Buffer 
     Zones 



• Priority  
Development Areas  
(PDA) 
- High Density  

   Zoning 

BIG CREEK  
WATERSHED 



• Priority Development  
Areas (PDA) 
- High Density  

Zoning 
- Outside of  

Riparian Zones 
 

• Priority Conservation  
Areas (PCA) 
- Unprotected  

Open Lands 
 

BIG CREEK  
WATERSHED 



• Primary Trail  
Connections 
- Existing 
- Proposed 

BIG CREEK  
WATERSHED 



BIG CREEK  
WATERSHED 

• Primary Trail 
Connections 
- Existing 
- Proposed 
 

• Population 
- ½ mile = 38,143 
- 1 mile = 95,562 



Thank you for your interest! 

Contact: 
Bob Gardin, Executive Director 
216-661-7706 office 
216-269-6472 mobile 
bgardin@bigcreekconnects.org 

BigCreekConnects.org 

BCC is generously supported by 
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